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Independent Author Policy

Thank you for considering our bookstore for placement of your book. Because we are approached many times throughout the year by authors hoping we will sell their books, it has become necessary to develop a written policy so that all expectations are clear.

Technology has made publishing easier, often without traditional professional editing, proofreading, and evaluation of marketing and distribution. Consequently, the number of books we are asked to consider for our shelves has risen dramatically. No bookstore can carry every published title, whether from a major publisher’s list or self-published by a local author. Many factors influence booksellers’ decisions; of the most importance is whether the book will sell at this store and to our customers. As with all books, when deciding whether or not to stock, we consider the subject, production quality, retail price, and discount available from the publisher.

We review thousands of books each year. We decline many books, including those by well-known and award-winning writers, if they are not a good match for our store, but it is never a pleasant task to decline when dealing directly with an author rather than simply reviewing a catalog. 

To review your book, we ask that you complete the attached Independent Author Review Form and leave a sample copy of your book.  We will review your book within 6-8 weeks and contact you with our response.  If Harleysville Books chooses to carry your book, you will be asked to sign a consignment contract that includes the following terms:

1) Books may be left at Harleysville Books on consignment for a period of up to six months. There is a $25 administrative fee for the six month period paid when the consignment contract is signed.  The discount will be 40% from the retail price.
2)  During these six months, the author may contact Harleysville Books by email at the end of each month to check the stock status and may invoice us for any books sold. 

3) In the case that the book has been selling steadily, the author will be given the opportunity to sign a new contract. 

4) After six months, the author will retrieve any unsold stock and provide us with a final invoice, if necessary. 

5) Harleysville Books will pay invoices within 30 days of receipt of invoice. 

6) If the author does not pick up books at the end of six months, the books become the property of Harleysville Books and we will donate at our discretion.

Consigning your book with Harleysville Books guarantees your book will be on our shelves, facing spine out, for a minimum of 6 months.  If you would like to consider additional marketing or events through Harleysville Books, you can purchase our Independent Author Promotion Package.  Our Independent Author Promotion Package includes:
1) For $75 we will feature your book in our customer email newsletter for one issue.  Our electronic email reaches over 2,500 customers with every mailing.  You will need to provide Harleysville Books with a jpeg of your book’s cover.

2) For $100 we will feature your book on a central display table for one month.  You can renew for an additional month for $75 if space is available.  You can provide signage or giveaways to go along with your book display. This is a great way to put your book in front of hundreds of customers that come into our store every month.

3) For $150 we will host an event or book signing in our store.  Your event will be listed in our electronic email to customers and on the Harleysville Books website’s calendar of events.  Your book and event information will be on display in the store one week prior to your event.
Thanks for your interest in Harleysville Books and best of luck with your book. If you have any questions, please contact Susan or Shelly at 215-256-9311
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Independent Author Review Form

Thank you for submitting your book for review to Harleysville Books.  Your book will be reviewed based on the characteristics that we give to all books Harleysville Books chooses to stock in our inventory.

There are many factors that influence a booksellers’ decision; of the most importance is whether the book will sell at this store and to our customers. As with all books, when deciding whether or not to stock, we consider the subject, production quality, retail price, and discount available from the publisher.

We review thousands of books each year. We decline many books, including those by well-known and award-winning writers, if they are not a good match for our store.

To consider your book for review, please leave one copy of your book with this completed form.  If we decide to carry your book, the review copy will be held for our inventory.  If we decide we cannot carry your book, you will be notified to pick up your book.  If after 30 days from being contacted, you have not either signed an Independent Author Contract or picked up your book, it becomes the property of Harleysville Books and we will donate at our discretion.

AUTHOR’S NAME :________________________________________________________________
AUTHOR’S ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________

AUTHOR’S EMAIL ADDRESS; ______________________________________________________

AUTHOR’S PHONE NUMBER: ______________________________________________________

BOOK’S TITLE: ___________________________________________________________________
BOOK’S GENRE:__________________________________________________________________
SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE: _______________________________________________________
SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:________________________________________ DATE:_______________

Please allow us 6-8 weeks to review your independent book.
